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Festive old-West attire, generous silent auction participants, and 
Vegas-style casino games like blackjack all contributed to a celebratory 
mood at the 2015 Festival of Trees Gala, The Gambler. Proceeds will 
benefit expansion and renovations at FHN Memorial Hospital’s ER.

The Future of
Emergency Care

at FHN

Festival of Trees Gala
Kicks off New 
ER Campaign

 ou gotta know when to hold ‘em, know when to fold ‘em” … 
 you know the tune! Attendees at our 2015 Festival of Trees Gala, The 
 Gambler, got to practice that premise as they enjoyed our country-style 
casino. The event kicked off the Foundation’s new campaign to increase and improve 
local emergency care. 

Almost 200 attendees, many clad in western-type saloon getups reminiscent of Mav-
erick, enjoyed the casino-themed event held at the Stewart Centre West, complete 
with Vegas-style games and gourmet hors d’oeuvres. Over 60 silent auction baskets 

generated enthusiastic bidding, thanks to creative 
community businesses, organizations, and artisans. 
Many charitable party goers purchased presents from 
The Giving Tree, bestowing FHN with gifts that ran the 
gamut from student lab coats to trauma nurse training. 

The proposed expansion and renovation will improve 
FHN’s emergency department – the one part of the 
hospital nearly everyone visits. It never closes and the 
staff is always there to handle everything from scrapes 
and sprains to heart attacks and strokes. Foundation 
Executive Director Terry Egan explains, “The update 
will allow for more patient visits, provide single- 
patient rooms throughout the ER for increased privacy, 
and equip the ER for special-needs patients. These 
improvements will allow FHN Memorial Hospital’s 
ER to continue leading the way in emergency care for 
northwest Illinois and southern Wisconsin.”

MERGENCY! It’s a word that generates energy and demands attention. 
But for the Foundation in 2016, it also symbolizes opportunity,  
progress, and growth. 

The following pages of our annual report share successes from 
2015 and preview an exciting new endeavor – to elevate and 
expand FHN’s Emergency Department through our upcom-
ing campaign. Thanks to generous people and innovative 
programs like those featured here, the FHN Foundation 
continues to thrive and facilitate positive change. Our 
over-arching goal? To provide support, services, and 
equipment that enhance our healthcare infrastructure and 
enable a vibrant, healthy community far into the future.

Help us reflect on recent progress, celebrate good work 
being done, and gear up for the hard work ahead. We 
thank you for your commitment, every step of the way, 
year-after-year! 
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A Legacy of 
Philanthropy and 

Learning

in med/surg. Now I am a registered nurse 
working in telemetry at FHN. I can’t tell 
you how much this scholarship meant to 
me and my family. It allowed me to focus 
on learning, keep balance in my life, 
and have job security in the long run. It 
changed my life. I believe it changes the 
life of every person who receives it.”

Nancy Ferguson Seeley, along with her 
daughters, Dana and Lynne, attended the 
reception for nurses who have benefitted 
from the assistance. “It just feels good to 
support Freeport and honor our family’s 
roots,” she says. “We are thrilled to help 
these ambitious people reach their edu-
cational goals. It is a way to keep our ties 
to Freeport and show our appreciation for 
the community that has been so good to 
us.” 

These reflections say a lot about the Fer-
guson family’s loyalty and appreciation 
for their hometown, and this sentiment 
compels Nancy to continue supporting 
key initiatives through the FHN Founda-
tion. In the recent past, the family’s foun-
dation was the driving force behind the 
healing garden at the Leonard C. Fergu-
son Cancer Center (her cherished father 
is the Cancer Center’s namesake).

During Nancy’s visit, Dr. Mike Perry, 
FHN’s CEO, found Nancy’s handwritten 
birth entry in a ledger post typical of days 
gone by. It was another special moment 
cementing her heritage to the Freeport 
community. The Foundation appreciates 
the generosity of the Ferguson and Seeley 
families…and all the families who come 
together to do good for our area.

ometimes a helping hand goes 
a long way. Just ask the recipi-
ents of the nursing scholarships 

given by the Ferguson family through the 
FHN Foundation. The scholarships allow 
deserving students to work part-time and 
still get full-time pay and benefits while 
earning their associate’s degree in nurs-
ing. Both tuition and books are included. 
According to Chief Nursing Officer Kathy 
Martinez, “FHN has greatly benefitted 
from this scholarship, which allows our 
team members the opportunity to balance 
work and school as they advance them-
selves professionally.” 

Through the years, 33 nurses have been 
beneficiaries and 91% of them are still at 
FHN. Jill Toelke, for one, is appreciative. 
“I have worked in emergency room set-
tings for 18 years and now, with this schol-
arship, I can finally go back to school to 
get my associate’s degree – and eventu-
ally my bachelor’s degree,” she declares. 
“I was honored to meet the people who 
made it all possible at a reception for 
recipients. It was really special. They were 
wonderful!”

Kaydra Heller concurs. “I received my 
scholarship in 2009 when I was a CNA All smiles, Kaydra Heller celebrates at the scholarship 

reception with her baby, Paul.

Nancy Seeley enjoys a calm moment in the Leonard C. Ferguson Cancer Center’s Healing Garden, surrounded by 
daughters Dana Hayes, left, and Lynne Seeley, right.



Phyllis Markel is a familiar name at the Foundation office, 
and for good reason. Not only is she a generous donor 
year-after-year, but she has also endeared herself to the 

Foundation staff with her wit and wisdom.

A reception to honor Phyllis was held in FHN’s Stephenson Street 
lobby on the evening of March 11, 2015. With nearly 40 in 
attendance, including Phyllis’ close friends, advisors, and FHN 
leadership, the conversation was easy and “Phyllis stories” filled 
the air.

Cookies and punch were served as FHN Executive Director Terry 
Egan, FHN CEO Dr. Mike Perry, Annual Giving Coordinator 
Jackie Wehrenberg, local attorney Malcolm McPherson, and 
guest of honor Phyllis Markel shared words with the appreciative 
crowd. A brass donor plaque was unveiled for the Foundation 
donor wall to recognize Phyllis’ ongoing generosity. Educational 
materials were made available to share the benefits of planned 
gifts, like those utilized by the Markel family.

Our healthcare community is inspired by Phyllis and the donors 
who, like her, make a difference in the lives of area residents. 

Thanking PhyllisSuper Heroes Make Bowl for 
Kids’ Sake a Sold-Out Success

At a reception honoring her legacy of financial support, Phyllis Markel is given a 
gigantic thank-you note from Denise Book, FHN’s Director of Emergency Services. 
A long-time believer in the FHN Foundation, a brass plaque with her image also 
debuted on the Foundation’s donor wall as a permanent reminder of her ongoing 
generosity.

uper Heroes like Batman, Superman, and local libera-
tors like “The V Squad” and “The Pharm Kids” hit the 
lanes for FHN’s Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest 

Illinois Bowl for Kids’ Sake 2015. The annual fundraising event, 
sponsored by Fifth Third Bank, was sold out a month in advance 
at all three locations in Freeport, Lena, and Stockton. Over 
$40,000 was raised to support mentoring efforts, which are in 
high demand: There are currently 32 young people waiting to 
be matched with a big brother or big sister. To find out more 
about donating or volunteering, contact Cherie Rucker at 815-
599-7343 or email her at crucker@fhn.org.



PiG Patrol 
 Delivers Big Results 
ew ergonomic wheelchairs are just one noteworthy 
request recently granted by FHN’s Partners in Giving 
(PiG) campaign. Generous employees support the cam-

paign by donating through their paychecks or coordinating spe-
cial fundraising projects and events. Proceeds are used to pur-
chase items that improve the healthcare landscape. The group’s 
Taste of FHN cookbooks (which are still being sold in the FHN 
Gift Shop and the Foundation office) were an especially successful 
fundraiser. In all, Partners in Giving efforts raised over $121,000 
in 2015.

The four innovative wheelchairs are wildly popular with patients 
and staff alike. According to FHN ER tech Albert Sledge, “Taking 
patients to and fro is less physically demanding with these new 
chairs. I wish somebody would have invented them years ago! I 
give thanks to the Partners in Giving for making our ‘passengers’ 
more comfortable and our jobs easier.”

The PiG Patrol, which included eight Partners in Giving commit-
tee members clad in namesake t-shirts, made an afternoon of 
delivering gifts throughout many FHN locations. In addition to the 
new wheelchairs, they distributed 17 other pieces of equipment 
and supplies to satisfy departmental requests, ranging from vein 
viewers to vital signs monitors.

Partners in Giving (PiG) committee members formed a PiG Patrol to deliver requested 
items to many FHN departments earlier this year. The items were all purchased with 
employee contributions.  Shown here are several of the grateful recipients.
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Board of Trustees
We are pleased to acknowledge the 
FHN Foundation Board of Trustees:

Consider a Gift
Whether it is to help jump start our new 

ER campaign or to honor a friend or fam-

ily member, we hope you will consider a 

donation to the FHN Foundation in 2016. 

It is through our community’s generosity 

that we continue to strengthen our com-

prehensive healthcare capabilities.

Officers
Andrea Moring, Chair
Teri Winter, Vice-Chair
Kraig Wheat, Secretary

Board Members
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FHN Foundation Staff
Terry Egan, 

FHN Foundation Executive Director

Jackie Wehrenberg, 
Annual Giving Coordinator

Wendy Barr, Donor Services Specialist

Gloria Heitz, Foundation Volunteer 

FHN Foundation
1045 West Stephenson Street 

Freeport, IL 61032
815-599-6900 Phone 

815-599-6106 Fax

www.fhn.org/foundation.stm

Your Donations at Work
Pet therapy support • Wheelchairs • High back waiting room chairs with arms • Art 

therapy support • Vein locators • Big Brothers Big Sisters match activities and support 

• Total body exerciser • Real Eyes video goggles • Exam tables • TV monitors for 

ultrasound viewing • Fetal heart doppler • Infant and child car seats, through the 

Parent Enrichment Program • Imaging shield • Nursing scholarships • GI Lab lighting 

updates • Professional conference attendance(s) • Funds for medication assistance 

program • Temporal thermometers • Doppler • Heat opthalmoscope • Stadiometers 

• Bariatric wheelchairs • Suture scissors • Training tools, such as mannequins (for the 

Learning Center) • Ear lavage • Blood pressure machines • Hoyer lifts • Meals on 

Wheels support • Volunteer Services supplies • And many more important items

As 2015 came to 

a close, the FHN 

Foundation office said 

goodbye to 18-year 

FHN employee 

Suzo McDearmon, 

who processed contributions, provided 

receipts, and coordinated thank-you notes 

to recognize our generous donors. Not 

only was she an efficient employee, but 

a gifted pie baker, a talented embroidery 

aficionado, and an avid fisherwoman. We 

wish her well as she and her husband Jim 

head out for leisurely afternoons with their 

bait and tackle…and are confident Suzo 

will give her hubby stiff competition for the 

big catch of the day!

Our new Donor Services Specialist is 

Wendy Barr, who comes with over 20 

years of business management, account-

ing, and transcription experience. She 

holds a BS in Marketing from Northern 

Illinois University.

Wendy is both family and community 

minded. She is a past board member 

and secretary of the Winneshiek Theater 

and has been involved in fundraising and 

event coordination for Mother Hubbard’s 

Kiddie Cupboard. She also teaches Sun-

day School at her church and has served 

on its finance and education committees.  

Wendy is married and has two children 

(who are the darling models in this 

report’s introduction). She has already 

proven to be a valuable addition to our 

staff. Be sure to welcome Wendy when 

you visit our office!

Comings and Goings

Rich Chang
Nancy Eckert

Jerry Funk
Doug Hoefer

Thomas Huber

Jason Kempel
Maria LaPorta, MD 
Heather McPherson
Clarence Parks, MD 

To see our comprehensive 2015 donor summary, go to  
fhn.org/foundation.stm

Terry Egan, Jackie Wehrenberg, 

Gloria Heitz, and Wendy Barr


